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A MESSAGE FROM

JEWISH CALIFORNIA
LEADERSHIP

Dear Friends,

We are proud to present Jewish California’s third annual Legislative Scorecard, a record of how California
lawmakers voted on the issues and values that matter to our community.

It was a year of transformational growth. On February 25, we changed our name to Jewish California (from
JPAC), reflecting a new era of clarity and impact. We grew to 46 member organizations — up from 25 just five
years ago — and now represent synagogues and Hillel, speaking with one voice in Sacramento. We launched
our first policy agenda tracker at tracker.jewishcal.org so every community member can follow our bills and
budget requests in real time. We hosted forums with candidates for Governor and Superintendent of Public
Instruction, and welcomed 700 community leaders to our Capitol Summit, up 15% from last year, keynoted by
Doug Emhoff, where we met with all 120 legislative offices.

Our sponsored bills delivered. Six for six: every bill we sponsored was signed into law — more success in one
session than at any previous point in our 54-year history. California is now the first state to recognize Jewish
identity as an ethnicity in law (SB 1387, Stern). We created safe zones around houses of worship (AB 2664,
Bauer-Kahan), expanded security grants to protect community events (AB 1836, Gabriel), protected religious
observance for students and at public events (AB 1763, Lee; AB 395, Gabriel), and set content standards for the
state voter guide after antisemitic and white nationalist hate speech reached 23 million households (AB 1853,
Pellerin). In his final months in office, Governor Newsom hosted a bill signing ceremony with Jewish
California for the first time, at Wilshire Boulevard Temple in Los Angeles. In the budget, we secured $165.25
million for nine programs, including a generational commitment of $80 million every year into the future for
nonprofit security grants.

We also successfully defended our recent wins, defeating two bills that would have undone protections for
Jewish students and defending our landmark AB 715 against a lawsuit.

We are grateful to the Legislative Jewish Caucus, led by Chair Jesse Gabriel, and to Governor Newsom, who
signed all six of our priority bills and continues to implement his Golden State Plan to Counter Antisemitism.

This scorecard reflects a growing movement that stands up for our community and stands with others.
Together, we are building the world we want to live in.

Onward,
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Debi Graboff David Bocatrsly Cliff Berg
Board Chair CEO Lobbyist
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OUR VISION

A safe, just, and equitable
California reflecting the core
issues and values of the state’s
organized Jewish community.

OUR MISSION

We amplify Jewish voices
through strategic statewide
advocacy and coalition-building
to better the lives of Jews and all
Californians.

Our Voice in Sacramento

A coalition of 46 leading Jewish community organizations across the state,
Jewish California (formerly JPAC) advocates in Sacramento on behalf of
the Jewish community’s concerns and broadly shared values. Our
member organizations — including Jewish Federations, Jewish Community
Relations Councils, Jewish Family Service agencies, and others —
collectively serve hundreds of thousands of Californians of all
backgrounds and represent the interests of California’s 1.2 million Jews.
Together, we form the nation’s largest statewide coalition of Jewish
organizations.

Since 2022, Jewish California has successfully advocated for $621.45
million in state funding for critical community priorities, including creating
and expanding the nonprofit security grant program, rebuilding Jewish
summer camps destroyed by wildfires, expanding Holocaust education
institutions, and securing vital human services to advance dignity and
opportunity for all Californians.

We have helped pass landmark legislation to counter antisemitism and
hate — including AB 715, a first-in-the-nation law addressing antisemitism
in K-12 schools — while advancing policies that expand access to mental
health care, reduce poverty and hunger, and support immigrants and
older adults. And we led the advocacy efforts to help the state adopt an
ethnic studies curriculum without antisemitic content.

Jewish California uses our community’s collective strength and reach to
build the world we want to live in — for ourselves and for all Californians.

AREAS OF IMPACT

Counter
Antisemitism
& Hate

Support the
CA-Israel
Relationship

Social Services
for Vulnerable
Communities

Dignity for
Older Adults

(incl. Holocaust
Survivors)



PARTNERSHIP WITH THE
LEGISLATIVE JEWISH CAUCUS

MEMBERS

Jewish Caucus Members

Assemblymembers Senators
Jesse Gabriel (chair) Josh Becker (vice chair)
Dawn Addis (vice chair) Ben Allen
Patrick Ahrens Susan Rubio
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan Henry Stern
Marc Berman Scott Wiener
Matt Haney
Jacqui Irwin
Maggy Krell
Josh Lowenthal
Gail Pellerin
Blanca Rubio
Chris Ward

Rick Chavez Zbur

JEWISH
CALIFORNIA

Under the leadership of chair Assemblymember Jesse
Gabiriel, the California Legislative Jewish Caucus remains
a force in the California statehouse. Formed just over a
decade ago with four lawmakers, it now boasts 18
members — making it one of the largest diversity
caucuses in the Legislature. Twelve legislators identify as
Jewish, and six have a strong Jewish familial or personal
connection.

Jewish California works hand in glove with the Jewish
Caucus to advance the greatest needs of California’s
Jewish community. In 2026, Caucus members
championed five of our six sponsored bills — from
recognizing Jewish identity as an ethnicity, to protecting
religious holiday observance, to safeguarding community
institutions and gatherings — and defended hard-won
victories like AB 715 from attack.

The Jewish Caucus also helped secure critical funding for
Holocaust survivor assistance and Holocaust education.
But one win was generational: Championed by Chair
Gabiriel, the state committed to allocate $80 million for
nonprofit security grants — every year into the future.

A strong Jewish Caucus remains critical to the success of
our priorities. We are deeply grateful for their partnership,
advocacy, and leadership in ensuring that California
continues to be a national model for fighting hate and
advancing justice for all communities.



$165M SECURED

STATEWIDE INITIATIVES

MILLION MILLION

ONGOING OVER 3 YRS
Nonprofit Holocaust Survivor Holocaust & Refugee
Security Grants Assistance Genocide Education Support

A GENERATIONAL WIN: The state matched its record investment of $80 million for nonprofit security, but notably
made that an ongoing commitment — every year into the future. This generational investment will ensure consistent
protection for at-risk communities without us having to fight for those funds year over year.

Jewish California also supported two other successful statewide budget requests:
» $175 million for immigrant deportation defense
» $50 million for the Victims of Crime Act (VOCA)

MEMBER ORGANIZATION PROJECTS FUNDED

$250

000

THOUSAND
Museum of JFCS Holocaust SF Campus for JFS San Diego No- NCJW-SF’s
Tolerance Mobile Center Capital Jewish Living Cost Senior Human Trafficking
Museum Expansion Modernization Transportation Hotline

secured for sponsored ' \ J secured in
last 5 years

items in 2026




2026 HIGHLIGHTS

GOING 6 FOR 6

This year, we took on six sponsored bills — responding to growing needs and threats to Jews and other vulnerable
communities throughout civic life. Despite strong opposition against several high-profile bills, all six bills passed the
Legislature with overwhelming bipartisan support and were signed into law.

AB 2664
(Bauer-

sB1387 B _ AB1853 B AB 1836 B AB 1763 B AB395 ¥
(Stern) 7 Kahan) L4 (Pellerin) )4 (Gabriel) )4 (Lee) 7 (Gabriel) 7
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A NATIONAL FIRST: SB 1387 makes California the first state in the nation to recognize Jewish identity as an ethnicity in
law — sparking a national conversation about what it means to be a Jew. - Learn more at jewishcal.org/SB1387

PLAYING DEFENSE: Symbolic of rising anti-Jewish bias, the California Faculty Association sponsored two bills to undo
Jewish student protections we won in recent years. We successfully fought both:
» AB 2159 (Garcia) aimed to gut AB 715, last year’s K-12 antisemitism prevention bill. Its language never went into print.
» AB 2551 (Elhawary) aimed to repeal our SB 1287, 2024's campus protections. We negotiated the repeal out of the bill.

100% VOTERS

We celebrate and thank the following legislators who voted for every Jewish California-scored bill in 2026 — our 100% voters:

ASSEMBLYMEMBERS SENATORS

Addis % Fong Quirk-Silva
Aguiar-Curry Gabriel % Rivas
Alvarez Gonzalez, Mark Rodriguez, Celeste
Arambula Haney % Rogers
Bauer-Kahan Hart Soria
Bennett Jackson Stefani
Berman % Lowenthal % Ward =
Boerner Ortega Wicks
Caloza Patel Zbur xx
Connolly Pellerin %

Allen % Laird
Archuleta Limoén
Arreguin McGuire

Ashby Padilla

Becker % Reyes
Blakespear Richardson
Caballero Rubio, Susan %
Cervantes Stern %

Durazo Weber Pierson

Grayson Wiener %

Hurtado

1 Indicates member of the Jewish Caucus

LAUNCHED: NEW POLICY AGENDA TRACKER
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2026 STANDOUTS

Elected officials step up for our community in many ways beyond their votes. While we are fortunate to have a lot of allies, here
we highlight some of the lawmakers who went above and beyond to support the needs of our community through championing
bills and budget requests, or by lending their voice in support of our community’s priorities:

Assembly Speaker
Robert Rivas

Speaker Rivas kept AB 2159
(Garcia), a bill that would have
gutted AB 715, California’s
antisemitism prevention law, from
advancing in the Assembly —

refusing to let the harmful language

even go into print. He also
shepherded our top-priority bills
through his house, giving our
community a steady partner at
every stage of the session.

Senator
Sasha Renée Pérez

After helping deliver AB 715 (Zbur,
Addis) last year, Senator Pérez
again stood up for the community’s
core protections when they were
under threat this session. Alongside
Leader Limdn, she urged the author
of AB 2551 (Elhawary) to remove a
provision that would have repealed
SB 1287 (Glazer, 2024), and the
author complied.

Senator
Eloise Gomez Reyes

Senator Reyes is a consistent and
outspoken ally to our community.
This year, as chair of the Budget
Subcommittee on Resources,
Environmental Protection, and
Energy, she helped shepherd
through Governor Newsom'’s $12
million request for the Museum of
Tolerance’s mobile museum.

»
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Senate Leader
Monique Limén

As Senate Leader, Limén moved
our bills through the Senate,
including AB 2664 (Bauer-Kahan),
which faced a difficult path, and
ensured support for Assembly
budget proposals like ongoing
security funding. She also worked
with the author of AB 2551
(Elhawary) to remove a provision
that would have repealed SB 1287
(Glazer, 2024), California’s campus
safety and civil rights law.
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Assemblymember
Catherine Stefani

Assemblymember Stefani
championed the National Council
of Jewish Women'’s budget request
to save the Bay Area’s human
trafficking hotline, and she led a
package of bills responding to the
Medi-Cal cuts in HR 1, standing up
for vulnerable Californians when
federal changes put their care at
risk.

»
) /V
Assemblymember
Rebecca Bauer-Kahan
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Assembly Budget Senate Budget
Chair Jesse Gabriel Chair John Laird

As part of the Assembly’s budget proposal, Assemblymember Gabriel
proposed including an ongoing funding commitment for the Nonprofit
Security Grant Program. Senator Laird backed the request in the Senate’s
proposal, and it was ultimately included in the final budget negotiated with
the Governor. The result is $80 million every year, a generational
commitment that ends the annual fight to keep the program alive.

Assemblymember Gabriel also authored two of our sponsored bills, AB 395
— ensuring schools and public agencies don’t have major events on religious
holidays — and AB 1836 — expanding the security grant program to fund at-

risk public events.

: }g Y

Assemblymember Assemblymember
Rick Chavez Zbur Dawn Addis

As the fearless authors of AB 715 in 2025, Assemblymembers Zbur and
Addis followed through on their commitment to work towards the agreed-
upon clean-up amendments to the law. They introduced AB 2615 to be that
vehicle. However, when faced with pressures in negotiations to go far
beyond the agreed-upon scope and significantly weaken key protections
created in AB 715, they held firm and ensured the law remained strong.

e

Asserﬁblymember
Gail Pellerin

Senator
Henry Stern

In addition to Assemblymembers Gabriel and Lee, we honor our three other sponsored bills” authors who carried
our three most contentious bills this cycle. Assemblymember Bauer-Kahan carried AB 2664, the Safe Worship Zone
Act. Senator Stern authored SB 1387, making California the first state to recognize Jewish identity as an ethnicity.
Assemblymember Pellerin quickly responded after hate speech was mailed to 23 million households in the June
2026 Primary Voter Guide and introduced AB 1853, setting content standards for future guides.



Governor
Gavin
Newsom

COUNTERING ANTISEMITISM

Governor Newsom continued to
implement his Golden State Plan
to Counter Antisemitism —

including by signing all six of our
priority bills and funding security

grants and Holocaust education. Golden Stata Blon to

Counter Antisemitism
April 2024

Governor Newsom joined Jewish
California Capitol Summit by video
for the third consecutive year and He created this unprecedented

hosted a bill signing ceremony with whole-of-society plan at the

Jewish California for the first time in request of, and in partnership

his e/ght—year term with, Jewish California. He
unveiled it at Jewish California

Capitol Summit in 2024.

BILL RECORD

STATE FUNDING

Governor Newsom proposed including $40 Advancing Dignity &

Countering Antisemitism & Hate

million for nonprofit security grant funding, Opportunity
$10 million for Holocaust & Genocide B Iy - -
Education, $12 million for the Museum of S| T E|E|g|eld 5| T % £ .
Tolerance, and $20 million for the JFCS 1&g s|S| 8|5l &S] 8| 2|8|¢
Holocaust Center in the budget — and IR IR o Q SR8
ultimately signed a budget with $165.25 o2 8le|n|a]e é o|S|o|&
million towards Jewish California priorities. << E R 2% % -
Governor Newsom has directed nearly $650
million in state funds to Jewish California _ : T ,

L ) ) o ) ) Signing a Jewish California priority bill is noted in
priorities since taking office in 2019, including
$395 million for security grants. Vetoing a priority bill for the Jewish community is noted in

. Bills that died before reaching the Governor are noted in white. g
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SCORED LEGISLATION 2026

Jewish California sponsored six bills this year and supported an additional 21 bills that further
our policy priorities and support the work of our member organizations.

We have chosen to score 13 bills this year, split into two categories: Countering Antisemitism
& Hate and Advancing Dignity and Opportunity. Sponsored bills are denoted with an
asterisk (*). These bills represent the diverse issues that Jewish Californians care about, and
will meaningfully impact the lives of Jews and all Californians.

A=

» Countering Antisemitism & Hate

*AB 395 (Gabriel) EQUAL ACCESS TO SCHOOL AND PUBLIC EVENTS

Requires K-12 schools, public colleges and universities, and state agencies to avoid scheduling
major events — first days of school, final exams, graduations, public hearings — on religious
holidays, and codifies Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur, and Passover in California statute for the
first time, alongside Eid, Diwali, and others.

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

*AB 1836 (Gabriel) NONPROFIT SECURITY GRANTS - OFF-SITE EVENTS

Expands the state Nonprofit Security Grant Program so grants can protect high-risk community
events held away from an organization's building — menorah lightings, festivals, Pride
celebrations, and other gatherings targeted by hate.

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom



*AB 1853 (Pellerin) NO HATE IN THE VOTER GUIDE

Sets content standards for candidate statements in the official Voter Information Guide so the
state never again prints and mails hate speech to 23 million households, as happened in the
June 2026 Primary.

VOTE

B[l

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

*AB 2664 (Bauer-Kahan) SAFE WORSHIP ZONE ACT

Creates a 100-foot bubble zone around houses of worship, barring harassment, intimidation, or
obstruction of congregants as they enter or exit — protecting safe access to religious institutions
of every faith.

=

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

*AB 1763 (Lee) STUDENT RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES This is the only sponsored bill not
G t tudent dab f liqi holid authored by a Jewish Caucus
uarantees s‘u ents an. excuse g sence for re |g|ou§ pl VM [ cmber. While we don't always align,
and ceremonies, removing the written-request-and-principal- we thank Assemblymember Lee for
approval hurdle that no other protected absence requires. stepping up — and for championing

our refugee support budget request,
which secured $4 million.

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

Builds on AB 715 and SB 48 by giving the religious, racial and ethnic, gender, and LGBTQ
coordinators responsibilities mirroring the Antisemitism Prevention Coordinator's. It also adds a
Disability Coordinator and Deputy Coordinators representing the Black, Latino, AAPI, and Native
American communities.

m SB 998 (Gonzalez) DISCRIMINATION PREVENTION COORDINATORS

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

*SB 1387 (Stern) RECOGNIZE JEWISH IDENTITY AS AN ETHNICITY

Makes California the first state in the nation to recognize Jewish identity as an ethnicity in law
and data collection, so Jews can be included in the state's hate crime, poverty, health, and
education data. Better data leads to better policy — and recognition leads to greater
understanding and less bias.

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom .
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» Advancing Dignity and Opportunity

AB 1540 (M. Gonzélez) 988 LGBTQ+ YOUTH CRISIS LINE

Reestablishes the 988 Press 3 LGBTQ+ youth suicide crisis line after federal funding was
exhausted, and includes $5 million in funding for the program.

» Status: Passed, Included in Budget Trailer Bill, AB 173

AB 1542 (Ward) SENSITIVE PERSONAL INFORMATION

Bans businesses from selling or sharing sensitive personal information — immigration status,
health data, Social Security numbers, sexual orientation, genetic data, and precise location.

» Status: Vetoed by Governor Newsom

AB 1573 (Bryan) HOUSING FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SURVIVORS

Ensures cities and counties consider the housing needs of domestic violence survivors in their
planning and reporting processes.

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

AB 1709 (Lowenthal) SOCIAL MEDIA AGE LIMITS

Bars platforms that serve addictive feeds from letting users under 16 create accounts, and
creates an e-Safety Advisory Commission to advise the state on youth online safety.

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

AB 2161 (Bonta) PROTECTING MEDI-CAL COVERAGE

Directs the state to use data it already has to automatically verify federal H.R. 1 work
requirements, contacting individuals only as a last resort — ensuring as many people maintain
their healthcare as possible.

» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

AB 2299 (CALDERON) CA ANTIHUNGER RESPONSE & EMPLOYMENT TRAINING ACT
Expands state-funded food benefits to include the nearly 660,000 Californians projected to lose
CalFresh assistance under new federal H.R. 1 time-limit rules.

» Status: Did Not Advance, Died in Senate Appropriations Committee




LEGISLATORS’ VOTING RECORD

All legislators vote on legislation on the Senate and Assembly floors. However, many critical legislative
decisions happen at the committee level, where only legislators on those committees can vote. As such,

the final position represented on the following pages of this scorecard is the summary of all recorded
positions taken by the lawmaker, indicated as follows:

. Authors and co-authors of a bill are marked in dark green, demonstrating their strong support.

. Voting “yes” on all recorded votes for a bill (committee, floor, and concurrence) are noted in green. These
lawmakers demonstrated unwavering support for that Jewish California priority bill.

. Voting “no” or abstaining on all recorded votes for a bill are noted in red. Abstentions are equivalent to a

“no” vote in the Legislature and are treated equally here. These are votes cast against the Jewish
community’s interests.

Lawmakers who split their votes (supporting on some recorded votes and opposing or abstaining on
others) are marked in yellow.

E Lawmakers with an excused absence on the day of a vote and who cast no other vote on that bill are
marked with an E.

|:| Empty boxes indicate that a bill did not reach a recorded vote available to that lawmaker — for example, a
bill that only passed one house — or that the lawmaker was not in office at the time.

Indicates member of the California Legislative Jewish Caucus

Score is calculated by dividing the number of “yes” votes by the total number of recorded votes available
to each legislator, across all 13 scored bills. Votes for the six sponsored bills are weighted twice.
Appropriations Committee votes and excused absences are not included.
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Legislator District  Party < Score
Addis & 30 D 100%
Aguiar-Curry 4 D 100%
Ahrens % 26 D 97%
Alanis 22 R 84%
Alvarez 80 D 100%
Arambula 31 D 100%
Avila Farias 15 b) 93%
Bains 35 (] 87%
Bauer-Kahan 16 D 100%
Bennett 38 D 100%
Berman = 23 D 100%
Boerner 77 D 100%
Bonta 18 D 89%
Bryan 55 b) 85%
Calderon 56 D 97%
Caloza 52 D 100%
Carrillo 39 D 94%
Castillo 58 R 50%
Chen 59 R 61%
Connolly 12 D 100%
Davies 74 R 76%
DeMaio 75 R 62%
Dixon 72 R 66%
Elhawary 57 D 81%
Ellis 32 R 65%
Flora 9 R 59%
Fong 49 D 100%
Gabriel % 46 D 100%
Gallagher * 3 R 43%
Garcia 50 D 82%
Gipson 65 D 93%
Jeff Gonzalez 36 R 71%
Mark Gonzélez 54 D 100%
Hadwick 1 R 58%
Haney % 17 D 100%
Harabedian 4 D 97%
Hart 37 D 100%
Hoover 7 R 72%
Irwin 42 D 91%
Jackson 60 D 100%

~ Assemblymember Gallagher resigned on June 9, 2026 when he was elected to Congress
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Legislator District  Party < Score
Johnson 63 R a47%
Kalra 25 B] 83%
Krell % 6 D 93%
Lackey 34 R (33
Lee 24 D 81%
Lowenthal % 69 D 100%
Macedo 33 R 67%
McKinnor 61 D 96%
Muratsuchi 66 D 97%
Nguyen 10 D 94%
Ortega 20 D 100%
Pacheco 64 D 94%
Papan 21 D 94%
Patel 76 D 100%
Patterson 5 R 67%
Pellerin 28 D 100%
Petrie-Norris 73 D 91%
Quirk-Silva 67 D 100%
Ramos 45 D 93%
Ransom 13 D 88%
Rivas 29 D 100%
Celeste Rodriguez 43 D 100%
Michelle Rodriguez 53 D 93%
Rogers 2 D 100%
Blanca Rubio & 48 D 94%
Sanchez 7 R 65%
Schiavo 40 D 94%
Schultz 44 D 94%
Sharp-Collins 79 D 83%
Solache 62 D 84%
Soria 27 D 100%
Stefani 19 D 100%
Ta 70 R 58%
Tangipa 8 R 58%
Valencia 68 D 93%
WEIS 47 R 76%
Ward = 78 D 100%
Wicks 14 D 100%
Wilson 1 D 89%
Zbur % 51 D 100%
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Legislator District  Party < Score
Allen = 24 D 100%
Alvarado-Gil 4 R 81%
Archuleta 30 D 100%
Arreguin 7 D 100%
Ashby D 100%
Becker 13 D 100%
Blakespear 38 D 100%
Cabaldon 3 D 93%
Caballero 14 D 100%
Cervantes 3il D 100%
Choi 37 R 67%
Cortese 15 D 93%
Dahle 1 R 69%
Durazo 26 D 100%
Gonzalez 33 D 93%
Grayson 9 D 100%
Grove 12 R 70%
Hurtado 16 D 100%
Jones 40 R 70%
Laird 17 D 100%
Limén 21 D 100%
McGuire 2 D 100%
McNerney D 91%
Menjivar 20 D 91%
Niello 6 R 65%
Ochoa Bogh 19 R 75%
Padilla 18 D 100%
Pérez 25 D 89%
Reyes 29 D 100%
Richardson 35 D 100%
Rubio 22 D 100%
Seyarto 32 R 70%
Smallwood-Cuevas 28 D 92%
Stern @ 27 D 100%
Strickland 36 R 76%
Umberg 34 D 91%
Valladares 23 R 68%
Wahab 10 D 94%
Weber Pierson 39 D 100%
Wiener % 1 D 100%




Thank you to supporters of Jewish California
and Jewish California Education Foundation

LEADER SPONSORS

$100,000+
The Diane & Guilford Glazer Foundation
Koret Foundation
Smidt Foundation

CHAMPION SPONSORS

$50,000+
Anthony Pritzker Family Foundation
John Pritzker Family Fund

TRAILBLAZER SPONSORS
$25,000+
Newton & Rochelle Becker Charitable Trust
California Jewish Legislative Caucus Leadership Foundation
Martha & Bruce Karsh
Michael Gendler
Nicole & Allan Mutchnik

CHANGEMAKER SPONSORS
$10,000+

Associated Television International

Garry Rayant & Kathy Fields

Janet Newman

University of California, Office of the President

CATALYST SPONSORS
$5,000+
Steven Fishman

Debi & Marc Graboff
Jody Kasten & Jack Sussman

Nat Lipman

Marty Schenker
Lauren Schwartz
Susie & Rich Sorkin

Jewish California is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit that serves as the advocacy arm of California’s Jewish community.

Jewish California Education Foundation (JCEF) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that serves as the educational and
charitable arm of California’s Jewish community.

Jewish California is the nation's largest statewide coalition of Jewish organizations:
30 Years After « American Jewish Committee - Anti-Defamation League « Bet Tzedek Legal Services « B'nai David-
Judea Congregation « Cedars-Sinai « Dayenu Circle of Jewish Silicon Valley « ETTA « Foundation for Jewish Camp
« Hadassah « Hebrew Free Loan of San Francisco « HIAS . Hillel at UCLA « Holocaust Museum Los Angeles « JCC-

Federation of SLO « JCRC Bay Area « Jewish Center for Justice « Jewish Community Relations Council of

Sacramento « Jewish Council for Public Affairs « Jewish Family & Community Services East Bay « Jewish Family

and Children’s Service of Long Beach and Orange County « Jewish Family and Children’s Services of SF « Jewish
Family Service LA « Jewish Family Service of San Diego - Jewish Family Service of the Desert « Jewish Family

Services of Silicon Valley « Jewish Federation Bay Area - Jewish Federation Los Angeles « Jewish Federation of

Greater Santa Barbara « Jewish Federation of Orange County « Jewish Federation of San Diego County « Jewish
Federation of the Desert « Jewish Federation of the Greater San Gabriel and Pomona Valleys « Jewish Federation

of the Sacramento Region - Jewish Free Loan Association « Jewish Long Beach « Jewish Silicon Valley « Jewish

Vocational Service San Francisco « JVS SoCal - MAZON -« National Council of Jewish Women San Francisco
Section « Northern California Jewish Labor Committee « San Francisco Campus for Jewish Living « Simon
Wiesenthal Center and Museum of Tolerance « Stephen Wise Temple - Valley Beth Shalom

JEWISH
CALIFORNIA

David Bocarsly
CEO
david@jewishcal.org

Cliff Berg
Lobbyist
cberg@govadv.com

Rabbi Evan Goodman
Director of Development and
Communications
evan@jewishcal.org

Miller Saltzman
Director of Policy and
Partnerships
miller@jewishcal.org

Helena Weiss-Duman
Programs Associate
helena@jewishcal.org

DONATE TODAY

jewishcal.org/donate

Donation options: credit card, check, DAF, QCD
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	Social Services for Vulnerable Communities


	Governor
	Gavin Newsom
	COUNTERING ANTISEMITISM
	Governor Newsom continued to implement his Golden State Plan to Counter Antisemitism – including by signing all six of our priority bills and funding security grants and Holocaust education.
	He created this unprecedented whole-of-society plan at the request of, and in partnership with, Jewish California. He unveiled it at Jewish California Capitol Summit in 2024.
	Governor Newsom joined Jewish California Capitol Summit by video for the third consecutive year and hosted a bill signing ceremony with Jewish California for the first time in his eight-year term

	STATE FUNDING
	Governor Newsom proposed including $40 million for nonprofit security grant funding, $10 million for Holocaust & Genocide Education, $12 million for the Museum of Tolerance, and $20 million for the JFCS Holocaust Center in the budget – and ultimately signed a budget with $165.25 million towards Jewish California priorities.
	Governor Newsom has directed nearly $650 million in state funds to Jewish California priorities since taking office in 2019, including $395 million for security grants.

	BILL RECORD

	SCORED LEGISLATION 2026
	» Countering Antisemitism & Hate
	*AB 395 (Gabriel) EQUAL ACCESS TO SCHOOL AND PUBLIC EVENTS
	*AB 1836 (Gabriel) NONPROFIT SECURITY GRANTS – OFF-SITE EVENTS


	*AB 1853 (Pellerin) NO HATE IN THE VOTER GUIDE
	Sets content standards for candidate statements in the official Voter Information Guide so the state never again prints and mails hate speech to 23 million households, as happened in the June 2026 Primary.
	» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

	*AB 2664 (Bauer-Kahan) SAFE WORSHIP ZONE ACT
	Creates a 100-foot bubble zone around houses of worship, barring harassment, intimidation, or obstruction of congregants as they enter or exit – protecting safe access to religious institutions of every faith.
	» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

	*AB 1763 (Lee) STUDENT RELIGIOUS OBSERVANCES
	Guarantees students an excused absence for religious holidays and ceremonies, removing the written-request-and-principal-approval hurdle that no other protected absence requires.
	» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

	SB 998 (Gonzalez) DISCRIMINATION PREVENTION COORDINATORS
	Builds on AB 715 and SB 48 by giving the religious, racial and ethnic, gender, and LGBTQ coordinators responsibilities mirroring the Antisemitism Prevention Coordinator's. It also adds a Disability Coordinator and Deputy Coordinators representing the Black, Latino, AAPI, and Native American communities.
	» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

	*SB 1387 (Stern) RECOGNIZE JEWISH IDENTITY AS AN ETHNICITY
	Makes California the first state in the nation to recognize Jewish identity as an ethnicity in law and data collection, so Jews can be included in the state's hate crime, poverty, health, and education data. Better data leads to better policy – and recognition leads to greater understanding and less bias.
	» Status: Signed Into Law by Governor Newsom

	» Advancing Dignity and Opportunity
	AB 1540 (M. González) 988 LGBTQ+ YOUTH CRISIS LINE
	AB 1542 (Ward) SENSITIVE PERSONAL INFORMATION
	AB 1573 (Bryan) HOUSING FOR DOMESTIC VIOLENCE SURVIVORS
	AB 1709 (Lowenthal) SOCIAL MEDIA AGE LIMITS
	AB 2161 (Bonta) PROTECTING MEDI-CAL COVERAGE
	AB 2299 (CALDERON) CA ANTIHUNGER RESPONSE & EMPLOYMENT TRAINING ACT

	LEGISLATORS’ VOTING RECORD
	Thank you to supporters of Jewish California and Jewish California Education Foundation
	LEADER SPONSORS
	CHAMPION SPONSORS
	TRAILBLAZER SPONSORS
	CHANGEMAKER SPONSORS
	CATALYST SPONSORS
	David Bocarsly
	CEO
	Cliff Berg
	Rabbi Evan Goodman
	Miller Saltzman
	Helena Weiss-Duman
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